


Surting in

fyoute traveling 275 mides narth of

San Francisco on Highway 100 yoie'll
probably reninta it Ifyou're not sure
then check for some ofthese Ikngs:
granola. sunflower seeds, Birkenslocks,
hacky-sack players and Grateful Dead
fans, If wvou have saen more than ona of
theatbove then chanoes srayouve
arnved Welcorne to Humbold! County.

There are those who say thal weird
thirgs oo on in Humboldt. There are
others who believe them. Some people
gre here tolry and perfect theirkamma.
Scme capitalize on the firm, fertile
sGil by growing Humbaoloi County's
most famous product, mariuans,
giving peapie wha can't guile
perfactiheir karma alittle help. Still
olhers do something virtsallhy
unneard of inthess parts; they surd

Surfing is & sport that has long
been associated with the sun. We
imagine the sun's buming rays
beafing down ontan, lean Adonis
‘bodies as'they paddie on their
=uriboards through peaceful blee
walers in search of the perfect
Wave,

“Eureka, 've found it!,” so tha
zaying goes . andindesd, Eureka
suriars might have found the perfect
wave but in fess than perfect
surroundings. Surfing in Humboldt
goes alot futther and deeper than
just hopping on & board and gelling
fubed. Thers are many varables
that these dedicated surfers have o
centendwith thatother sursrs battls
orly in nightmaras,

Caold water temperalures, raim,
fog, riptides, wind apd unralizbie
surf due to ever present siom
conditions are some afthem,
According o surfer Denniz
Wenbwarth, “the current is 50 sirong
that somatimes it's ke swimming upa
river. Vie have respect forthe ccean up
here becauss you can aasily get
mauied. We'realittle tougher than most
surfers: we know we have o egrn
averything wea gat.”

Other factors that Hurmbaoldt surfess
have to-deal with are driftwoos.
rmigrating whales and sea fions.
Acceptance seems o be the general
attitude as surfer Karl Bosticher sumsup
his fealings on s2a licns. | think of them
as brothars in the watgr, ['ve probably
dgne more damage to them than they've
done to me. They are like dogs, it's allin
the way you come offto them. Hyou
act nonchaiant to them they wan't
bothar you.”

One begins to wondar if anyone-has

by Ingric da- Sitva

gvar been altackad by 2 “brother”
Boettcher, with a degree of uncertainty in
his voice said, "No one | know aver has.”

“Help, Mr. Wizard, get me
out of here!”

According fo James Gast. oceanon-
raphy professor at Humbaoldt State
Universily, the surf in Humboid! is
mestly influenced by storms originating
from the Gulf of Alaska, southaast of
frea Aleutian 1slands:

Secral enfrance, Phato: Jim Melyko.

Eonsider this fact: Homboldt County
protrudes farther west than any other
ptacein the continental United States.

Ascording to surder Craig Spjul's
thaary. | vou connected the Aleltian
Istands, the MNorth Shore of Hawasand
Humoldt County, you could draw a
perfectinangie. The same swellsthal
affect Hawaii affect Humboldt County,
and inmuch the same way a5 faras
consstency and size are concemed.
Conciuding that if the North Shore of
Hawaii is-getting big waves yol can bat
that the waves in Humbeldt County are
pumping foo.

Big waves are what legends ara made
of and Humboldt is no exception. Thers
are tales of people riding huge 20-Tool
waves that even pro-surfers would have

Humbolot Coumty

a hard time with, Surfer Craig Spjut said
oreehe rode 3 wave that was so big
he could drive a school bus through
thefube

Humboidt waves are very
unpredictable. A swell can pick up within
ashorttime and canget sobigthat &
gets out of control. A kol local surfer af
the Harbor Entrance, a surfing spotiong
tamous for its kamakazi size of waves
said, "Sometimes when | make a bad
judgment about a wave | feel llke saying,
‘Help, Mr. Wizard, get me out of hers!’
because the wave is 50 poweriul”

To avoid getting caughtin
changlng tides, & bad situation 1o be
in at some surf spois, a Humboldt
suriar is never without a8 tide book
for referenceto high and low lides,
According 1o Kar Bosiicher.
“Without a tide book up hers you
gre fost.”

Tides, wind, swealls and frades ars
sll varianles that affect the sud. but
thisis Humboldt Colnty where &
rains 50 much that penodic floods
and fandsiides cut off tha county
fromthe rast ot the slate,

While scme of us would rather be
ingide on-arainy day dnnkmg hot
chocaolats and sating chocolate
chip cookies instead of surfing: ane
does wonder how all this rain affecls
a surier's attitude. "When the
weatheris worst, the surfis best, so '
don't raing the rain. " said surfer
Keith Newcamber, "Therain s ke 2
freshwatar shower from [he sky the
way it pittar-patters cn the water It
keeps you warm " Surfer Nan de
Mallaville, one of the few woman
surfersin Humboldh said, “As long
as you're out in the water and wet
anyway, what's a httle rain?" Surfer
Jay Sennawald said, “As long as
there are waves and light 1o see by, |
dion'l care how bad the weather is or how
hard it's raining.” Subject closed.

Baby you can drive
my car.

Drive 5 what keeps a Humboldt surfer
going when he has just wipedoutona
tan-foot wave, while anothar set of waves
coming in prevents him from paddiing
out. on a day when the wind chill factoris
near zera and it has just Degun fo hail,

Driving is what Humooldt surders have
to da i ordes o keepsurfing good
waves, because, according to stirfer Kirk
Johnson, "its always a perpelual search
for surf up hera. Down south every
Harning you Gan suff two-foot waves,



here you have io search for them !

Ona "N.W. day.” meaning "no waves,
oryou gidn’t search far enough.” savs
surfer Craig Spjut, #'snot unusual
for a Humboldt surfer fo diive 200 miles
in searchof surf. Since the coastliine from
Sheher Cove 1o Trinidad, thelwo [arthest
points in Humbeld County. covers 104
miles, it'is a regular drive for these
surfers, As gjoke. surfer Tom "Sproud
Man" Floyd said that the Humboldt
surfers should start a Surfaholics
Anonymous whare "we can wean
gurseives from dnving 200 miles every
weekend.”

“Who is this guy
anyway?”

In & lelzphone converzabhon
plans are revealed to Craig
Spjut that an articls titled.

Surfing in Humboigt County,”
was in progress and'would he
like to'coniribute any
information to help the
afficle along?

“I need to know a few things
first,” he zaid “Have you ever
suried belore? Does your family
have any surfhistony? Would
YL marny a-milionaire far love
grmoiiey? |'saythat I'mtha
ane who should be asking the
guestions, all the while thinking,

'who is this guy anyway?" “You
don‘tseem o understand,” he
said, “before | will 1alk mo you,
we mus| get one thing straight. |
am CraigSpiut.”

Dikay.

Spit was born and raised in
Eurgka. A hard core surfer who
tharoughly enjoys niding hugs
waves, Spiut is often ssen
sLirfing with only
15-Toct-and-over waves for
company. Accordingic Tem
Fioyd. "the bigger and griarlier
it gets the better Crailg does.”

Spjut claims 1o have mdden
mostof the surfable spots in the
ared and remembers his brothers
making suribcards in the early 60s. He
recalls standing on a board in 1964, This
feat does notsound like 3 small miracls
unless youtake info account that he was
berriin 1955 making him a nine-year-okd
atthetime.

Spjul's Point, 2 perfect lefl that peels
out from the Narth Jetty was named afier
him, It was Craig Spjut who onoe fiad two
pet harbor seals named Cecil ang
Diesel And it was also Craig Spjut whe
ook a curious writer who has never
surfed before info the cold Humbaldt
watars and mads her surf the powerfid
waves, “How can you do an articke on
surfing in Humbold: County when vou've
never surled Defore™ heasked, "You're
going suting with Craig Spjut. the

Nerthlands g2e and power. Photo: Meiyko,

areatest.” Wanderful.

After wiping oul on & wave, and
getling purple eyeshadow and black
mascara inta my sall-fillled eves | got out
ofthe water. Although chiled and
exhavsted knew Spjut was right. lhada
diflerent perspactive on surding.

Later, gfteran unsuccessiul sud check
off Highway 101, Spiut stops to chat with
sorme surfers. Time goes by and
evantually Spjut savs gnodbye. | mantion
te Nim that fe seems fo be very friendiy.
"It's part of the Spjutimage, " he said. “i
try fo be the world's nigest guy.”

His moticis, “There is never a day |
can'tsurfin Humboldt County. | just have
ta be willing to drive far enough." Testing
hiz metto and himsell Spiut takes us on
a surt safan in search of the perfect

Wayvie.

Awestreck. Photo: Mikol A. Moon.

Itis & crisp autumn day 85 we head
nartht on 107, We drive past lowering
redwood trees and strelches ol
unspoiled coastline. We chack many
possibie surdspots but go for none
becagse for Spjut, they are notthe
perfect wave.

At Brookings, naar the Oregon border,
Spiut spats some clean, holiow,
sis-lo-sight foot waves that sventualy
allow him o barred through tube after
tube alona.

This exhibition of excellant,
experienced Humboldt surfing was o be
only surpassed by a speciscular sunset
that accompanied Spiut's fiuid, smooth
style of riding waves. The emingni
darkness brouaght o 2 close oursurd

safan and search for lhe perfect wava,
Mission accomplished Spjut
Cowabunga.

“We call them men in
gray suits.”

The probability of a shark altack is
something that is alwaysinthe backot s
surfer's mind and Humbeldt surfers are
not differenl. “Hve rehearsed hitting a
shars in the nose a millicn timas.” sad
surier Karl Bostichar, Surfer Scott Foal
said. "Noone has to say that there are
sharks vut in the water becadsea
svenyocne is conscious of them, you know
they are gut there.”

Well il's been documented even by
sources ciherthan Jaws | and Jaws |
thatpoople really do get eaten by
zharxs, =0 a surers foar of
baeing ealen by a human
garbage disposal is well
fourded. Take surier Curt Vikan
for example, who narrowly
escaped anattackby a 15-1o-
20 foot Great White Shark.

it was = case of survival for
Vikan, he recalls, as hetalks
aboul the attack that happened
al Moanstone Beach, 11 mies
narth of Arcata, on Qe 17,
1980: Ironically enough. the day
: we 58t upthe shark aftack

il interview was thatwo-year
anniversary of the date of the
shark atiack, making us all
wonder where Rod Sering 15
when we nesd him.

“lLwas & sunny day,” Vikan
said. "The wind was blowing off
shore creafing bad surf
conditiang 100 vards from
shore whare | was surfing in
8-70-10 fest of water”

Wikan keol his feat ot of tha
50-degree waier begause he
had fargotten his boolies; an
essential part of 8 Humbaoldt
surler's wetsuit. Fosgetting his
booties may have saved
Vikan's |egs, The shark bil into
the t2il of Vikan's 73 green
pintal surfboard, where Ris lags would
have beenhad he been wearing his
booties on that October moming.

Vikan; criginally from Manhattan
Beach, sifs in a woodeh chair in his
redweod home which s nestieding
cluster of Irees in Eurcka: He laughs
when he says that he came to Humboldt
County because of the "beckoning surl.”
Later he attribates his move from
Manhattan Beach 1o 'continuing my
education.’

Vikan, at 21, has been surfing for 10
years, with sur sessions in Hawas
Mexico and all along the coast of
California

Friendly. smiling brown eyes ook p
from under digccas A Moo iise monk



shirt and Levi's 501 jeans give him s very
‘So. Calish" look. His "surt buddy” Kirk
Johnson whowas surfing 75 fesiaway
from him the day ofihe attack, joins
Vikan-atthe wooden {able. Ha
cocasionally joins the conversalion.

The Rolling Stones' Beast of Burden”
15 heard from the stareo as Vikan
continues his story. “When the shark bit
intomy board | thought | was next somy
redaction was guick. | knew | couldn'i
swim away from my board cecause |
was wearng aleash.”

“The shark was making quick
T80-degree turns. | didn't want Him fo
Dite ma of his next full turm so | grabibed
for his tadl” said Vikan, “Soyou would be
that much further from his mouth?
Johnson asked, “Yeah, yaah,
right.” said Vikan, nol skipping
a beat, but glad for the Input by
Johnsaon. “Apparently the shark
didn’t like the taste of my board
because he lefl right after ke Bl
it." finished Vikan.

The board which has a lzrge
churnk missing from it rasts next
Io a hammock stretched across
the fving room, Vikan slso has 2
shark's loothrwhich was
axiracted from the fin of his
surfboard,; he keeps finan
amply aspirin botile, Hasaid

If you took & chisel and drove il
intothe fin of my board it would
nol have come close 1o ihe
fierce damage the shark did.

How soon sfter the atiack did
Vikan surf again? "The wary
nexlday” hesaid 'venever
bean back loihe samespot
though, not because o sharks
Dut Bacausa there havan't baen
any good waves,”

Doctor my eyes
have seen the years

Alsgendary surf figure

among the Humboldt surfers is
Eroc™ Ball, who has bean
sufing for mara than 50 years.

Giggling with excitement, Doc rides'a
skatgboard down his cement driveway,
inoking more like aten-year-old boy than
& Th-year-old man. Helead=s us fo
believe that the Gentol poople were ight
all along; "You're only 88 young as
you feel!

Dioe sits on higliving room couch,
ireguantly leaving the room o get some
of the many mementos he keeps-of his
aclive surfing days, Amang his prized
freasurasis & photo album of pictures he
ook in the fale 30s and early 40s.

A premier surf photographer in his
time. Doc's surd photos have graced
iNaticnal Geographic, Modesr
EPhalography and the Eneyclopedia
Britfanica,

Alhough Doc s piciures are ancienl

refics when you compare them o today's
high technoiogy surf photography, they
are quaint and allow us 10 see some
surfing hisiory, orrather a glimpse of itas
seen through the eves of Doc Ball

The telephone sounds off in another
room but Doc s =0 deeply absorbedina
siony e ignores the sharp, piercing ring
a5 he continues torecallthe past. Back
to when surfboards weare made of
redwood, were 14 feet fall and weighed
125 pounds. Back to when wetsuiis had
ot besnnvenled yel. Baok 1o when
Buke Kahanamoku wasn't just a surf
contast. but a real living and breathing
parson, & close personal friend of Doc's,

Back in the 1830= when Doc lived In
Southern California, ke was a membar of
the Palos Verdes Surd Club. Cna oifthe

Norther Calformia focal, Photo: Metyko,

things the club wanted to accomplish
was to “promote surnding.” Fealing thai
it was &= responsible as anything for
gettingsurfing started, he wishas that
ihe Paios Verdes Sur Club had kepi its
rmiouth =hut. Why? “MNowthere are so
miany surfers,” he said, "that you can
almost walkthe boards across the
water”

Although surfing ccoupied & lotof
Dec's time in those days, he siill
managedio graduate from USE, marry

my surfer gal," senve in the Coast Guard
and establish himsell as a dentist,

In 1953, with his surfboard in tow. Doc
micwed the Ball family, which now
inciuded two children; to Garbanviile
‘That was the first tima anyone had ever
gean a surfboard in Humbelat County,

said Doc. "Shaltar Cove was in primitive
condition and | still loved 1o surl laven
remember goingout cnoe in a blizzard. |
was that surfhungry.”

"The last ime | went surfing was two
years ago,” he said VA fellow kesps
calling me and asking me o go surfing

with him and 1 just mightge.” Pausing to

reflect on his long, active aays 25 &
surfer, he said, "When you get the
suriing: bug you nevar get ridof i its just
oo hardio shake.”

Lost waves, hidden
peaks, only await surfers

who seek.

Aiter living and breaihing sur ior nearly
thres weeks, wakingup at 7 am
or "sur checks,” gelting tofaily
soaked by afreak wave and in
general thinking about sud 24
hours a day, one'should
basically beginto wonder,
“VWhat exactly dogs surifing
mean?’

“Spintual falflllment,” said
surier Dennis Weniworth, " A lot
of people don't realize that
surfing releasesa lot of
pressure; for me it's like going
lo:church, When | come out of
the waler, [am cleansed.”
Surier Kelth Meweombear said,
"Surfing is an individual
exprezsion. Tome it's an ar
iorm, a dance in relatiionship o
yaur elemeant which haopens o
Deawave.

Lackof crowds and
comradens, or brotherhood
amang surfers as someone put
it, were the top answars given
io the question, "What 0o you
like best about surfing n
Humboldt County?" Surfar Karl
Boelicher said. "MNoone has a
stpenorattilude because you
always gef put back in your
place around here. There s not
mUCH a0Oression ioward offrer
surfers in the waker. Our affitude iz not,
this = my wava, gt offt | get into
watching people surf as much as | enpoy
surimg myselt”

aurfer Keith Newcomber said, "lfs not
=0 dog-eal-dog up here. The altitude of
surfers is different, not 2s cutthroat
There's alol of comraderie. We share
rides to the beach, we crilique ong
anoiher, i's a.goog way (o ses whal's
happening.”

"The greatest thing about surfing in
Humbeidt County,” said surier Kirk
Johrson, “is the idea of getling good suri
with just you and your buddy. [T you
combine that with ihe assthetic value of
tha sceneny. whichis incredinle, you'l
see that surling in Huomboldi County 1s
sl beautiful”



